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Froteus, Inc. proposes to provide a regional Cornmunity-based ilnlir:*
Learning Fr,agran in the $an Joaquin V*lley. We are reguesting a D$-1 (Tier 1)
connection spe€d to accommod*ts ten existing service and community centers in
fsur counties - Tulare, Kings, Fresno and Kern. Atthnugh the region is the
nationrs mo$t agriculturally rich, because of its,rural location, this region
persistently faces chall*nges including limited acce$s to educational
opportunitie,s.

Proteus has been serving the San Joaguin Valley fsr over forg years as a
comrnun{ty based organization. Its mission is to improve the lives of the
ecunomi cally disadvantaged population thrcug h trai ning, education and
commun$ty services. Th* nrganieati*n began by providing literacy services to the
poor in :1967. Since then, it has grown and expanded to now over tifty different
programs in over twenty difforent lseatluns" Annual{y, th* urganiaeti*n serues
thousands of individuals. This prograrn, in partnership with the College of the
$equoias, will have a coneiderable impact in prornoting distance education. The
expo$ure, information, and refenals to mmmunity mlleges resulting from the
program will be significant, Access to CaIREN will also promote and improve
Froteus classes and delivery of programs.

This program will fdcus on two objectlves: 'tr) college awareness and
acce$$ and 2) use of high-bandwidth lnternet connectivity to enhance existing
prograrns or create innovative programs and services. Included as program
activities are: mllege ccunseling and referals, flnancial aid and eligibility
information, curricular irnprovement of Proteus classes through CaIREN
resaurces and exploration of implementing online course$.


